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32 CFR Ch. V (7–1–08 Edition) § 578.24 

§ 578.24 Antarctica Service Medal. 

(a) Criteria. The Antarctica Service 
Medal (ASM) was established by Public 
Law 86–600 (DA Bulletin. 3, 1960). It is 
awarded to any person who, after Janu-
ary 2, 1946 and before a date to be an-
nounced, meets any of the following 
qualifications: 

(1) Any member of the Armed Forces 
of the United States or civilian citizen, 
national, or resident alien of the 
United States who, is a member of a di-
rect support or exploratory operation 
in Antarctica. 

(2) Any member of the Armed Forces 
of the United States or civilian citizen, 
national, or resident alien of the 
United States who participates in or 
has participated in a foreign Antarctic 
expedition in Antarctica in coordina-
tion with a United States expedition 
and who is or was under the sponsor-
ship and approval of competent U.S. 
Government authority. 

(3) Any member of the Armed Forces 
of the United States who participates 
in or has participated in flights as a 
member of the crew of an aircraft fly-
ing to or from the Antarctic continent 
in support of operations in Antarctica. 

(4) Any member of the Armed Forces 
of the United States or civilian citizen, 
national, or resident alien of the 
United States who serves or has served 
on a U.S. ship operating south of lati-
tude 60 degrees S. in support of U.S. 
programs in Antarctica. 

(5) Any person, including citizens of 
foreign nations, not fulfilling any 
above qualification, but who partici-
pates in or has participated in a United 
States expedition in Antarctica at the 
invitation of a participating United 
States Agency. In such case, the award 
will be made by the Secretary of the 
Department under whose cognizance 
the expedition falls provided the com-
mander of the military support force as 
senior U.S. representative in Antarc-
tica considers that the individual has 
performed outstanding and exceptional 
service and shared the hardship and 
hazards of the expedition. 

(b) Personnel who remain on the Ant-
arctic Continent during the winter 
months will be eligible to wear a clasp 
or a disc as described below: 

(1) A clasp with the words ‘‘Wintered 
Over’’ on the suspension ribbon of the 
medal: 

(2) A 5⁄16 inch diameter disc with an 
outline of the Antarctic continent in-
scribed thereon fastened to the bar rib-
bon representing the medal. 

(3) The appurtenances in paragraphs 
(b)(1) and (2) of this section are award-
ed in bronze for the first winter, in gold 
for the second winter and in silver for 
personnel who ‘‘winter over’’ three or 
more times. 

(c) Subsequent to June 1, 1973, min-
imum time limits for the award are 30 
days under competent orders to duty at 
sea or ashore, south of latitude 60 de-
grees S. Each day of duty under com-
petent orders at any outlying station 
on the Antarctic continent will count 
as 2 days when determining award eli-
gibility. Effective July 1, 1987, flight 
crews of aircraft providing logistics 
support from outside the Antarctic 
area may qualify for the award after 15 
missions (one flight in and out during 
any 24-hour period equals one mission). 
Days need not be consecutive. 

(d) No person is authorized to receive 
more than one award of the ASM. Not 
more than one clasp or disc will be 
worn on the ribbon. Antarctica is de-
fined as the area south of latitude 60 
degrees S. The ASM takes precedence 
immediately after the Korean Service 
Medal. 

(e) Description. The medal is bronze, 
11⁄4 inches in diameter, with a view of a 
polar landscape and the standing figure 
in Antarctica clothing facing to the 
front between the horizontally placed 
words ‘‘ANTARCTICA’’ on the figure’s 
right and ‘‘SERVICE’’ on the figure’s 
left. On the reverse is a polar projec-
tion with geodesic lines of the con-
tinent of Antarctica across which are 
the horizontally placed words ‘‘COUR-
AGE’’, ‘‘SACRIFICE’’, and ‘‘DEVO-
TION’’, all within a circular decorative 
border of penguins and marine life. The 
Suspension Ribbon Clasp: On a metal 
clasp, 11⁄4 inches in width and 1⁄4 inch in 
height, inscribed with the words 
‘‘WINTERED OVER’’ in raised letters 
within a 1⁄32 inch rim. The metal color 
of the clasp is Bronze for the first win-
ter, Gold for the second winter and Sil-
ver for the third winter. The Service 
Ribbon Attachment: On a metal disc, 
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5⁄16 inch in diameter, a superimposed 
delineation of the Antarctica con-
tinent. The metal color of the ribbon 
attachment is Bronze for the first win-
ter, Gold for the second winter and Sil-
ver for the third winter. The ribbon is 
13⁄8 inches wide and consists of a 3⁄16 
inch Black stripe on each edge and 
graded from a White stripe in the cen-
ter to a Pale Blue, Light Blue, Green-
ish Blue, and Medium Blue. 

§ 578.25 Armed Forces Expeditionary 
Medal. 

(a) Criteria. The Armed Forces Expe-
ditionary Medal (AFEM) was estab-
lished by Executive Order 10977, dated 
December 4, 1961 (DA Bulletin. 1, 1962) 
and Executive Order 11231, July 8, 1965. 
This medal is authorized for: 

(1) U.S. military operations. 
(2) U.S. operations in direct support 

of the United Nations. 
(3) U.S. operations of assistance for 

friendly foreign nations. 
(b) Requirements. The AFEM is award-

ed for services after July 1, 1958, meet-
ing the following qualifications: 

(1) Personnel must be a bona fide 
member of a unit and engaged in the 
operation, or meet one or more of the 
following criteria: 

(i) Have served not less than 30 con-
secutive days in the area of operations. 

(ii) Be engaged in direct support of 
the operation for 30 consecutive days 
or 60 nonconsecutive days, provided 
this support involves entering the area 
of operations. The qualifying criteria 
for non-unit direct support personnel 
in Grenada is 6 consecutive days or 12 
non-consecutive days. 

(iii) Serve for the full period where 
an operation is of less than 30 days du-
ration. 

(iv) Be engaged in actual combat, or 
duty which is equally as hazardous as 
combat, during the operation with 
armed opposition, regardless of time in 
the area. 

(v) Participate as a regularly as-
signed crewmember of an aircraft fly-
ing into, out of, within, or over the 
area in support of the military oper-
ation. 

(2) If the criteria above have not been 
fulfilled the individual must be rec-
ommended, or attached to a unit rec-
ommended, by the chief of a service or 
the commander of a unified or specified 
command for award of the medal. Such 
recommendations may be made to the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) for duty of 
such value to the operation as to war-
rant particular recognition. 

(c) The designated U.S. military op-
erations, areas, and dates are provided 
in Table 4 below: 

TABLE 4 

Area Dates Explanation 

Quemoy and Matsu Islands ...................... August 23, 1956 to June 1, 1963 ...........
Lebanon ..................................................... July 1, 1958 to November 1, 1958 .........
Taiwan Straits ............................................ August 23, 1958 to January 1, 1959 ......
Berlin .......................................................... August 14, 1961 to June 1, 1963 ...........
Cuba .......................................................... October 24, 1962 to June 1, 1963 ..........
Congo ........................................................ November 23 to 27, 1964 .......................
Dominican Republic ................................... April 28, 1965 to September 21, 1966 ....
Korea ......................................................... October 1, 1966 to June 30, 1974 ..........
Cambodia—Operation EAGLE PULL ........ April 11 to 13, 1975 ................................. Evacuation of Cambodia. 
Vietnam—Operation FREQUENT WIND .. April 29 to 30, 1975 ................................. Evacuation of Vietnam (see § 578.26(e) 

for conversion of AFEM to VSM). 
Mayaguez Operation ................................. May 15, 1975 ..........................................
Grenada—Operation URGENT FURY ...... October 23, 1983 to November 21, 1983 The qualifying criteria for non-unit direct 

support personnel in Grenada is 6 
consecutive days or 12 nonconsecu-
tive days. 

Libya—Operation ELDORADO CANYON April 12, 1986 to April 17, 1986 ..............
Panama—Operation JUST CAUSE .......... December 20, 1989 to January 31, 1990 
Haiti—Operation UPHOLD DEMOCRACY September 16, 1994 to March 31, 1995
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